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· Topic: Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision 
 
  Making

· When: September 23, 2010
· Where (Host Site): PaTTAN Harrisburg
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  Harrisburg, PA 17112
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· Time: 8:30 AM – 9:00 AM (Check In)



 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM (Program) 

· Expert Consultants: Dr. Ellen Mandinach, Senior Research Scientist, 



     WestEd and Mrs. Sharnell Jackson, CEO, Data 



     Driven Innovations Consulting, Inc.
· Cost: None, but registration is required (see registration information below)

· Note: Participants are advised to download a copy of the practice guide for use at the forum (http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/publications/practiceguides/)  

Program

The Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making practice guide combines standards for scientific rigor of the best available research with expert judgment to develop practical guidance for schools and districts by providing clear, concrete strategies practitioners can use to tackle multi-faceted problems in a coherent fashion. The practice guide offers five (5) recommendations:   

(1) Make data part of an ongoing cycle of instructional improvement;

(2) Teach students to examine their own data and set learning goals;

(3) Establish clear vision for school-wide data;

(4) Provide supports that foster a data-driven culture within the school; and 

(5) Develop and maintain a district-wide data system.

Ellen Mandinach is Senior Research Scientist for WestED in Washington D.C. Dr. Mandinach has been examining various aspects of data-driven decision making and is the lead investigator on a set of projects being conducted across all RELs to address pressing issues around data-driven decision making. She is the author of Data-Driven School Improvement: Linking Data and Learning.
Sharnell Jackson is CEO of Data Driven Innovations Consulting, Inc. Mrs. Jackson conducts professional development for teachers and administrators in data analysis and using student achievement data for school improvement purposes. Through her current work, Sharnell aims to minimize the data reporting burden on schools while maximizing data quality, data use, collaboration, and 21st century skills. To that end, she encourages districts to organize for structured, collaborative work as data are used to inform instruction and school-wide improvement. 

Program Overview 
Expert consultants Mandinach and Jackson will present and elaborate on the five critical recommendations listed in the practice guide. The keynote address will be followed by an interactive panel dialogue of local practitioners who will address the recommendations’ implications and applicability to practice and interact with the audience. Practitioners who attend the forum will benefit from the perspectives of leading researchers, policymakers, and, most importantly, from talking with colleagues who will share their experiences “on the ground.” Additionally, REL Mid-Atlantic and the cosponsoring agencies will be gleaning recommendations from practitioners as to future research and programming suggestions aimed at bridging the research-policy-practice gap on this and other topics.

Target Audience 

This REL Mid-Atlantic professional development opportunity targets educational service providers who have primary roles and responsibilities to broker programs, services, technical assistance, and resources to school district practitioners relative to data driven decision making and the consumption of credible research. 

Service providers work in such organizations as intermediate units (in Pennsylvania), educational regional service agencies (throughout the Mid-Atlantic region), state departments of education, educational professional organizations, higher education, etc. 

Also, central office administrators and supervisors who work in school districts with multiple schools will find this program especially beneficial. 

REL Mid-Atlantic: Background 

One of 10 regional laboratories across the country, REL Mid-Atlantic (http://edlabs.ed.gov/relmid-atlantic) is a research entity of the Institute of Educational Sciences (IES) and is responsible for conducting, locating, and disseminating evidence-based research of immediate interest to stakeholders in Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and the District of Columbia. REL Mid-Atlantic is a partnership among The Pennsylvania State University, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Center for Effective School Practices, ICF International, Metiri Group, and ANALYTICA.

Partner Organizations

Joining REL Mid-Atlantic and its cosponsors in supporting this forum are:

· Educational Policy Leadership Center (EPLC)

· Pennsylvania School Study Council (PSSC)

· Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE)

· Pennsylvania School Boards Association (PSBA)

· Pennsylvania Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (PASCD)

· Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators (PASA)

· Pennsylvania Association of Rural Small Schools (PARSS)

· Center for Rural Education and Communities (CREC)

· Pennsylvania Association of Intermediate Units (PAIU)

· Pennsylvania Association of Elementary and Secondary School Principals (PAESSP)

· Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics (PCTM)

· Pennsylvania Middle School Association (PMSA)

· Pennsylvania Educational Research Association (PERA)

Registration
Registration begins on July 26, 2010.

Registration is required for participation. To register for this event, please visit the Events section of the REL Mid-Atlantic website (www.relmid-atlantic.org), view our upcoming events, select Using Student Achievement Data to Support Instructional Decision Making for September 23rd. Please be sure to indicate the location where you plan on attending on the bottom of the registration form.

PaTTAN Harrisburg: Enrollment Limit 100

PaTTAN King of Prussia: Enrollment Limit 100

PaTTAN Pittsburgh: Enrollment Limit 100

BLaST Intermediate Unit 17: Enrollment Limit 35
Information
For further information, please contact:

· Vito A. Forlenza, REL Mid-Atlantic (570-655-6290/570-332-0011) (vforlenza@relmid-atlantic.org);

· Brad Zdenek, REL Mid-Atlantic (814-863-9319/814-404-0794) (bzdenek@relmid-atlantic.org); or

· Kristen Lee, REL Mid-Atlantic (408-318-7310) (kal342@psu.edu)   

